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Yen-Ching Chen, 
Szu-Hsiung Ko, 
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Serial No.: 09/683,842 
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10 Title : Updating System For Digital Players And Method of Using The Same 



accordance with the duty to disclose information 
material to patentability under 37 C.F.R. §1.56. 
Applicants wish to make of record the document listed 
on the accompanying form PTO/SB/08A. It is respectfully 
25 requested that the Examiner initial the cited reference 
on the form and that it be made of record in the 
application and that a copy of the initialed form be 
sent to Applicants with the next communication from 
the Examiner. 



Since the IDS is filed before the mailing date of 
a first Office action on the merits, a petition to request 
consideration of the information disclosure statement 
is hereby requested according to 37C.F.R.§1. 97 (b) . The 
35 prior art patent contained in the information 



To: 



The Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 



Washington, D.C. 20231 



15 



Subject: Information 

37C.F.R.S1.56 



disclosure 



statement 



Under 



Dear Sir: 



20 



This is an Information Disclosure Statement in 



30 



1 




disclosure statement was cited 'in communications from 
the Taiwan Intellectual Property Office on Nov. 28, 
2002 for a counterpart foreign application. Since this 
IDS is being submitted within three months of the date 
5 in which this prior art patent was first cited, the 
applicant sincerely hopes that the examiner can 
consider the item contained in the information 
disclosure statement. 

10 According to the requirement set forth in 37 

C.F-R.S1.98 and M.P.E.P. 609 (August 2001), the 
applicant is submitting a copy of the cited reference 
(Taiwan Patent No. 412725, " OPTICAL DISK DRIVE" ) and 
a concise explanation of the relevance in this 

15 - application hereinafter. 

Fig.l of Taiwan Patent No. 412725 appear to be the 
most relevant drawings, and show a block diagram of 
an optical disc drive. The purpose of the prior art 

20 is used to solve the problem of power failure during 
an updating process of an optical disc drive. In the 
prior art reference, the optical disc drive comprises 
a system controller 1, which is electrically connected 
to a personal computer through the interface 28, and 

25 a f la sh memory 22 recorded with programs for controlling 
the operation of the system controller 1. 

The flash memory 22 is divided to two parts, which 
are a protected area and an unprotected area. The 
30 protected area is read only and recorded with programs 
that can provide a basic updating function, and the 
unprotected area stores programs which can be updated. 



2 




Therefore, if any error happens due to some unexpected 
situation , such as power failure, during the updating 
process, the optical disc drive can resume the updating 
process according to the programs recorded in the 
5 protected area and work successfully thereby. It is 
noted that the prior art invention can only performs 
the updating process under a control of the personal 
computer which is connected to interface 28. 

10 Claim 1 of the present application is repeated below 

for reference: 

"1. An updating system for a digital player comprising: 
a primary module comprising a first memory module 
15 for storing software; and 

a secondary module comprising a second memory 
module and said primary module; 
wherein an updating instruction is sent from said 
primary module to said secondary module to activate 
20 a predetermined program for updating said second memory 
module by means of said software stored in said first 
memory module." 

Claim 1 of the present application shows that the 
25 primary module in the present invention can work 
independent of other devices, such as a personal 
computer, though it can also be assisted with other 
devices. Therefore, the structure of the digital player 
and the method of the updating method thereof in the 
30 present application are apparently different from the 
optical disc drive and the updating method thereof 
revealed in the cited prior art. 
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It is therefore believed that claim 1 of the present 
application is substantially different from the prior 
art patent TP No. 412725. The independent claims 10, 
5 19, and 27 also show the di f f e r enc e s / nonob vi ous ne s s 
clearly in the same manner. Since all other claims are 
dependent on claims 1, 10, 19 and 27, they are believed 
to be substantially different from the prior art patent 
TP No. 412725 as well. 
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Winston Hsu, Patent Agent No. 41,526 
P.O. BOX 516 
Merrifield, VA 22116 
20 U.S.A. 

e-mail : winstonhsu@naipo . com. tw 
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